
SYNOD OF VIRGINIA.
At its meeting in Charlottesville

the Synod received a very gratifying
report from the Virginia Synodical,
showing that it is doing a most ex¬
cellent work.

The Synod approved of the move¬
ment of the Synodical to appoint a

secretary of young people's work,
who will give her whole time to the
development of this work in the
churches of the Synod. It also ap¬
proved of the proposition to hold
young people's conferences.
The Synod for the first time ap¬

pointed a committee on young peo¬
ple's work.

BRICK HOUSES FOR CONGO.
Those who attended the Foreign

Mission Conference at Montrout in
August were deeply moved by the ap¬
peals that were made for better
homes for our missionaries in Africa,
few having ever before realized how
unsanitary are the houses in which
they have beer, living all thepe years.

,/Just mud houses they are, with
thatched roof and wide verandas on
all sides, which are necessary co keep
the rains from melting the walls, tut
which also keep out the light and
sunshine, making the interiors domp
and the corners dark, fine harboring
places for rats, roaches and snakes.
To hear the women missionaries toll
of exciting experieijces with snakes
and other creatures which invado
their houses may seem just part of
the adventure of life in the trc pics,
but when a big snake is found under
the basket in which the baby has
been sleeping, and when a spreading
adder runs across the pedal of the
tewing machine, ii would seem time
to put a stop to such thrills. (If, by
the way, it were your baby in the
basket, and your feet on the pedal
of the machine, what would you do?»

More serious still, the germs of
African fever, malaria and dysertery
are carried by flies and mosquitoes,
and as it >s impossible to screen these
houses, they have full swing for their
deadly work.
Never have our missionaries com¬

plained of their homes in Congo;
rather, they have tried to pioture the
conditions over there as brightly as
possible. What, then, caused a rev¬
elation of things as they are? Why,
just a mother's love and a mother's
heartache' at the necessity for leav¬
ing her three-year-old child In this
country because ehe knew its life
would be the forfeit if she took it
back to such a home! She told the
whole truth, not only for her own

sake, but for the sake of all those
who aie burning out their lives for
Africa.

Does the Church realize the price
we have paid for the Congo? Mr.
Lapsley, Mrs. Morrison, Dr. Monlsnn
and nine little children of our mis¬
sionary homes have been tho victims
of African fever, and those who know,
unhesitatingly say that some of these
precious lives wero unnecessarily sac¬
rificed because of bad housing. Are
we willing to face the fact and let
the tragedy perpetuate itself?

Those who have seen our mission¬
aries to Africa, and have heard them
speak, know that they are our very
finest. Can it be possible that we
will allow these splendid young men
and womm to continue making the
greatest facrifices and not safeguard
their lives In every way possible?
Shall we fxpect them to continue to
!i\e In houses In wh!ch we ourselves

t would not live? "No," said those
who heard and felt their hearts burn
as they listened. So a group of men
and women decided «hat a fund must
be raised which should provide a brick
house for at least each family hav-

ing little children. Such a houce
would cost $2,400, the brick to be
made on the mission compound. Mrs.
T. S. Bryan, of Columbia, S. C., was
appointed treasurer of this fund, and
all contributions should be sent 10
her. The missionaries -were told to
count cn the friends at home, and on
the strength of this promise ttie lit¬
tle mother whose story set the bal^
rolling, has taken her baby back to
Africa with her.
To all women, especially mothers,

this thing comes very close hon.e.
Surely we can deny ourselves some
indulgence, some luxury or even some
necessity for such a cause.
An account of how the women of

one church found a way may be sug¬
gestive to others. The Woman's Aux¬
iliary of the First church, Spartan¬
burg, S. C., held a praise service in
October. The pastor's wife, Mrs. Gil-
mour, who is chairman of Foreign
Missions, wroto two hundred and fiftj
personal notes, stating the object of
the meeting and asking that with
each gift be enclosed an unsigned
statement as to some blessing for
which the donor wished to give
thanks. While these slips were be-
iwg read the money was counted, and
when the announcement was made
that nearly four hundred dollars had
been given there was great iejoicirg.
The money is still coming in, aud
from unexpected sources, which show
the strength of such an appeal, ana
i hat people need only to know of the
need to give gladly.

Oh, friends, let u.* make haste!

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
PETER AND JOHN ASLEEP IN

GETHSEMANE.

Mark 14:12-54. Dec. 7, 1919.
Golden Text: Watch and pray, that

ve enter not into temptation. Mark
14:38.

Additional Material for Teachers:
Matt. 26:36-56; Luke 22:39-54;
John 18:1-11.

Primary Topic: An Angel Strength¬
ening Jesus.

Lesson Material: Luke 22:39-43.
Memory Verse: There appeared

unto him an angel from heaven,
strengthening him. Luke 22:43.

Junior Topic: Peter and John Fall
to Help Jesus.
Memory Verse: Mark 14:37.
Intermediate Topic: Sleeping On

Duty.
Senior and Adult Topic: Jesus' De¬

pendence Upon H1b Dlsclplea.
Additional Material: Acts 22:17'

21; 26:19-23; 2 Cor. 11:23-28; 2
Tim. 4.7, 8; Heb. 11:32-12:3; Rev.
2:10.
The last Passover bad been cele¬

brated. The Lord's Supper had been
instituted. Jesus had washed the feet
of his disciples. He had taught them
many lessons. Judas nad gone to
the ch'.ef and "they were glad." lie
had sold his Master and Saviour for
less than he could have no!d a slave
for. Peter had made his vow of loy-
plty, and Jesus had told htm how he
would break it by base denial.
When these things had taken place

Jesus went w?th the eleven out of the
crowded city to the quiet garden of
OethBemane. The present garden of
that name la about three-quarters of
a mile from the wall of the city. It
is almost square, being 150 by ICO
feet. It hag in It eight venerable
olive trees, which some think aro the
very trees wjiich grew there in the
Saviour's day. The garden ol that
day was rather what we would call
a park, being a place where shrubs

and trees were planted to give shade
and the opportunity of quiet retire¬
ment.
John tells us (18:1) that "Jesus

ofttimes resorted thither with his dii-
ciples." It may have been a public
garden or it may have been the pri¬
vate property of soma friend of Josus

Jesus knew what was ahead of
him, and he felt the need of com¬
muning with the Father. He took
with liim the eleven disciples. He
had found that they did not at att
understand what was before him and
them. He realized that they would
not comprehend his feelings. But
ho thought that his inner circle o.'
friends ought to be able to under¬
stand the situation. He needed their
companionship and their support-
While he could unburden his heart
only to his Father, still he wanted
his friends nearby.
Ho told these three of the givat

sorrow which was crushing the life
out of his soul. All that he asked of
them was that they should vatcli
while he prayed. As much as they
loved him, they did not reali/.u the
truth cf what he said sufficiently io
arouse them to serious thought. Had
they realized what was in store for
their Master, it could not have neen
said of thom that tlicy slept and left
him to bear his burdens alone. There
are too many Christians today who
are ignorant of conditions for the
same reason that the disciples were.
They are taken up with their own
Ideas about religion and their duty,
instead of learning from their Master
and accepting his teachings.
We are accustomed to thinking of

the sufferings of tho Saviour as be¬
ginning when he was nailed to tho
cross, or at least whtn his mock trial
with its abuse and buffetlngs began.
The fact is that his sufferings in Get.h-
semane seem to hava been, so far as
we can judge, as great as any th*t
he endured. It was only then thnt
he cried to the Father for deliver¬
ance. That cry showed the intensity
of his suffering. On his soul had
been laid tbe sin of the world and
its burden of guilt and shame was
so great that with all his divint
strength he felt that it was more
than he could bare. But with it all
there was no wavering on his part.
His prayer was that if the Father
could find some other way for him
to accomplish the .salvation of sin¬
ners, he would like for Him to do so.
Vet he expressed his entire willing¬
ness to bear the burden and drink
the cup of suffering to the dregs, if
that was the Father's will.
We would be 10 much better off,

and be so much better Christians, if
we would be more willing to do God'a
will, rather than to do our will.

It is to be noticed that Je^u* did
not severely reprovo the tired and
sleeping disciples. He only expressed
his regret that they could not keep
watch with him. And that regret no
doubt was based chiefly upon tho fact
that they had not accepted his teach¬
ing about his approaching death.
Jesus is very considerate and merci¬
ful in his dealing with his people,
notwithstanding their ignorance and
indifference. This attitude on his
part ought to make us all the more
anxious to find out his will concern¬
ing us and to do whatever he would
have us to do.

Jesus came leading the forces of
the chief priests, composed of a com¬
pany of the Temple guard and a mou
of others, armed with swords and
staves. According to the sign Judas
had given them, he advai-.ced and
kissed Jesus. It was customary for
men who were friends to kiss each
other when they met. So by this act
he said to Jesus and the disciples
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lhat he was Jesus' friend But this
same act said to the mob that ho was
Jesus' enemy and that he wanted him
to be arrested.

Peter was now wide awake. He
remembered that he had said:
"Though all men should be offended
because ot thee, yet will I never bo
offended" (Malt. 26:33). 'Lord, I
am ready to go with thee, both into
prison and tc death" (Luke 22:33).
Now was the time, he thought, tc
fIiow his determination and bis cour¬
age. In order that he might be ready
for whatever might occur in those
troublous times, he had provided him¬
self with a sword. Standing by his
Master, he struck at the first man lo
upproach, who happened to be the
servant of the high priest, Malchua
by name, and cut off his ear. Je;->us
turns and bids him put up his award
and warns him that success will not
come by such means. He then turna
to the wounded man, os though un¬
conscious of anything but his need,
and heals h5m, when it might hav^
been expected that ho would be think¬
ing only of his own troubles and the
danger that faced him.
When he had permitted himself, to

be arrested and bound and led away,
we are told that all of the disciples
left him and fled. John seems ta
have rejoined him before they reached
the palace of the high priest. Peter
"followed him afar off."' John went
with Jesus Into the house of the high
priest. When he knew that Peter
was at the door, he went out and se¬
cured admission for him. Then Pe¬
ter's trouble began. His fleeing av ay
from Jesus had shown him his weak¬
ness, but he had not found the source
of strength, so when the test came
he did not have his own self-confl-
dence even, and he had no other ,

strength to rely upon The iesult
was that he could not ntand tha test.
Peter's sad experience shows us hew
.weak is human nature, and how un¬
able we are to stand temptation.

Here again we have the evidence
of the compassion and love of Jejus.
He merely looked upon the sinning
Feter. We may be sure that his look
combined sorrow and regret, comias-
sion and love. It brought Peter r.o
repentance and he wept over his sins,
and he was forgiven.

Jesus will always forgive those who
repent.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES
TRUTHS JESUS TAUGHT.

M.t Dee. 1. Truth* ahout God. John 5:16-27.T., Dec. 2. Ahout man. John 8:31-47.W., Dec. 3. Ahout salvation. John 10:22-42.T., Dec. 4. Ahout himself. John 5:33-47.
F., Dec. 5. About humility. Matt. 18:1-10.S., Dec. 6. Ahout service. John 21:16-25.S., Doc. 7. Tonic.Truths That Jesus Taught.Matt. 5:3-12; John 21:25. (Consecrationmeeting.)What truth did Jt*u* trarh about in*ineerityfWAaf did Jruns track ahout nalrationf
What did Jesun teach about obeditnetf

Truths About God, John 5:16-27:
In these verses Jesti3 states a num¬
ber of truths about God. He calls
Him Father, making himself o-jual
with God. He and the Father work
together. The Father and the Son
raise the dead to life. The Father
has made him the Judge of all things.
The Father gives everlasting l!fe to
those who believe on Him and tho
Son.
About Man, John 8:31-47: Man is

the slave of sin and Is in bondage to
Satan. The Jews denied that they
had ever been in bondage to any on<3.
At that very time tho whole race was
in bondage to the llomans, ana the
Israelites had often buen in bondage
to their enemies. Their worst bond¬
age was that to Satan. The only peo-

(Cont'nued on page 10)


